Belle Plaine, Iowa
March 21, 2016
The Belle Plaine City Council met on March 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers with Mayor Dave Fish presiding. Present: Mary Pech, Judy Schlesselman, Leah Upah and Steve Beck.  Absent: Mark Tegeler. Also present:  City Administrator Jeff Horne and City Clerk Jacki McDermott.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Pech to approve the consent agenda consisting of the council minutes of March 7th, and bills received, seconded by Schlesselman. On roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.
Residents Comments: None.
Motion by Schlesselman, seconded by Beck to approve Resolution 16-3-4, a resolution setting a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 2016, in council chambers to discuss granting Casey’s General Stores a permanent easement to the property of the south one hundred eighty (180) feet of the north-south alley located in Block Sixteen (16) Blair’s Addition to Belle Plaine, Iowa.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

The council discussed the easement and noted that Casey’s will be paving that portion of the alley.

Chad Sands from East Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG) was present to share the draft of the City of Belle Plaine 2016 Comprehensive Plan with the council.  The mayor opened the public hearing and the council noted minor changes that need to be made to the plan.  A final copy will be distributed and then the council will vote to adopt the plan at a later date.  The City Administrator noted that the plan addresses the city goals of stopping population decline with in-fill, rather than expansion, to meet future housing needs.  Zoning ordinances will also need to be updated to conform with the plan.
Chief Kris Hudson gave the council the police report.  He will be applying for STEP grants to replace equipment such as radar and in-car video.  He has started work on spring nuisance abatements.  Officer Ben Smith will graduate from the police academy on April 8, 2016.

Jeff Horne gave the Belle Plaine Community Development report.  The Easter Egg Hunt will be at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday March 26th at Franklin Park.  The Benton Development Group Action Academy will be at 7:30 a.m. on March 24th at the Belle Plaine Museum.   He also noted that BPCD meetings are now held from noon to one at the BPCD office so this is a schedule change.  The SMART conference, the Iowa state economic development conference, is in Des Moines in April.  He and Sheila Hlas, BPCD Director, will be attending.  Invitations to the Main Street Iowa gathering in Des Moines were passed out to council members.  The Market Survey has been “put on the back burner” due to the director’s absence, but work will resume on this project.

A representative from Casey’s arrived to give details about the new location.  Construction will be bid out and construction usually takes four months.  The new store will be similar to the Brooklyn store and will be open this fall. 
The City Administrator, Jeff Horne, reported that acquisition of the land for the sewage basin is in a “holding pattern” due to an archeological survey.  

The Mayor, Dave Fish, gave the council a summary of the county assessor’s budget meeting, where the mayors from the southern part of Benton County did not vote for raises; however, the raises were given.
Resident Comments:  None.

Correspondence: None.  
Old Business: None.
Motion by Beck to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Schlesselman.  On roll call, all voted aye. Meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

                                                         ____________________________
                                                         Dave Fish, Mayor

Attest:_____________________________

  Jacki McDermott, City Clerk

