Belle Plaine, Iowa
April 4, 2016
The Belle Plaine City Council met on April 4, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers with Mayor Dave Fish presiding. Present: Mary Pech, Judy Schlesselman, Leah Upah, Steve Beck and Mark Tegeler. Also present:  City Administrator Jeff Horne and City Clerk Jacki McDermott.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Upah to approve the consent agenda consisting of the council minutes of March 21st, and bills received, seconded by Schlesselman. On roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.
Residents Comments: None.
Stew Timm, Parks and Recreation Director, gave a report of expenses and receipts for the Aquatic Center for the year 2015.  The price of family passes will raise by $10.  Staffing of the concession stand is down to two persons at a time and the Park Board might consider contracting the concessions at some time in the future.  The council asked about staying open later but the hours from 7-9 p.m. and 9-11 p.m. are the times for pool parties.  They also asked about the price of pool passes in neighboring communities and found we are similar.  The mayor noted that most pools operate in the “red” but that this is one of the services that taxpayers have decided that they want in our city.
The mayor opened the public hearing at 6:23 p.m. to discuss granting Casey’s General Stores a permanent easement to the property of the south one hundred eighty (180) feet of the north-south alley located in Block Sixteen (16) Blair’s Addition to Belle Plaine.  There was no public comment and the mayor closed the public hearing at 6:24 p.m.
Motion by Pech, seconded by Upah to approve Resolution 16-4-3, a resolution approving the grant of a permanent easement to the property of the south one hundred eighty (180) feet of the north-south alley located in Block Sixteen (16) Blair’s Addition to Belle Plaine, Iowa.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Beck, seconded by Schlesselman, to approve Resolution 16-4-1, a resolution approving the five year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for water and sewer systems.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Pech, seconded by Tegeler to approve Plumber’s Licenses for operation in the City of Belle Plaine.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.
Motion by Beck, seconded by Schlesselman, to approve Resolution 16-4-02, a resolution adopting the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the City of Belle Plaine.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

The Council had a Committee of the Whole meeting to plan for the Water and Sewer Open Houses to be held on April 14th and May 11th at the Community Center at 6:00 p.m.  There will be maps set up and the City Administrator will give a presentation about the upcoming utility rate changes and prepare handouts for the public about the rates.  

Jeff Horne, City Administrator, gave a report about the Highway 30 Coalition audience with Governor Branstad today in Des Moines.  Jeff Horne is now the secretary of the Highway 30 Coalition.  The four lane construction through Benton County is now in the DOT five year plan, with the Tama County portion to be completed first, so the task now is to keep at it until the project is finished.  
Mayor Dave Fish reported that he has been asked to speak at the DOT meeting in Waterloo in June.  Mayor Fish is now the secretary of Benton Development Group.

Resident Comments:  None.

Correspondence: The Mayor gave the council letters from Belle Plaine teens in support of a teen center and a rec center.  The mayor noted that both of these projects would be great, but funding is going to be the obstacle for any major project.
Old Business: None.
New Business:  None.
Motion by Beck to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Tegeler.  On roll call, all voted aye. Meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.

                                                         ____________________________
                                                         Dave Fish, Mayor

Attest:_____________________________

  Jacki McDermott, City Clerk

