Belle Plaine, Iowa
May 2, 2016
The Belle Plaine City Council met on May 2, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers with Mayor Dave Fish presiding. Present: Mary Pech, Judy Schlesselman, Mark Tegeler, and Steve Beck.  Leah Upah was absent. Also present:  City Administrator Jeff Horne and City Clerk Jacki McDermott.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Pech to approve the consent agenda consisting of the council minutes of April 18th, and bills received, seconded by Schlesselman. On roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.
Residents Comments: None.
Motion by Schlesselman, seconded by Tegeler to approve the application of Daniel and Kathy O’Brien for tax abatement under the Belle Plaine Revitalization Plan for the truck and trailer wash.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Pech, seconded by Schlesselman to approve the application of Michel and Patricia Nieland for tax abatement under the Belle Plaine Revitalization Plan for a garage.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Schlesselman, seconded by Pech to approve the application of Kenneth and Veronica Schwab for tax abatement under the Belle Plaine Revitalization Plan for a metal garage.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Tegeler, seconded by Pech, to approve Resolution 16-05-01, a resolution setting the public hearing for budget amendment of the current budget for May 16, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., in council chambers.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Beck, seconded by Schlesselman, to approve Resolution 16-05-02, a resolution of support and financial commitment for the Main Street Iowa program in Belle Plaine.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Motion by Beck, seconded by Schlesselman, to approve the three-year police contract  for the Belle Plaine Police Department.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.  The contract includes an annual raise of 55 cents per hour and an 85/15 percent split on insurance.  The main interest the union had was going to 12 hour shifts.   The City indicated to them that we would give it a six month trial run and evaluate it after that.  Shift structure is a management right and the City will retain that right.

Motion by Beck, seconded by Tegeler to approve a Class B Native Wine Permit (WBN) and Sunday sales for Peddler’s Mall at 822 12th Street in Belle Plaine.  On roll call vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

The Committee of the Whole met to discuss goal setting.  The City Administrator will make a list of ideas presented and will plan another session when the full council is present.  

Regarding the city sirens, Mayor Dave Fish asked if the council preferred testing every week day or just on Saturdays.  They preferred Saturdays so he will work on ideas for programming the sirens.
Broken sidewalks were discussed, and, in particular, on 8th Avenue where the sidewalk is badly broken.  The council must, by resolution, deal with each sidewalk individually; however, there is a need to assess all sidewalks.  Beck mentioned that in 1999   sidewalks were identified for repair by the city spraying the sidewalk and then needed to be fixed within 30 days.  The mayor mentioned that it is hard to find a contractor now to do small projects such as sidewalks, so perhaps a longer time could be given to homeowners.  The City Administrator, Jeff Horne, mentioned that the city can do two or three sections and then bill the cost to the homeowner and that all corners now have to be ADA compliant.  The city ordinances are being updated and the new sidewalk ordinance will be included in the new code.  The administrator will gather a list of sidewalks that need repair.  

The Walldogs Murals on Main Street and on Highway 30 were discussed.  Mayor Fish will have a quote at the next meeting for sealcoating the murals.
The well levels were given to the council.  Levels have improved since last year.

Regarding a chemical clean-up day for the city, the administrator is waiting for a quote from ECICOG and then will schedule a weekend in the fall.  Schlesselman suggested that Lions Club could help the elderly with getting their items to the pickup place and Tegeler mentioned that students always need Silver Cord volunteer hours.
Jeff Horne gave the schedule for sealcoating by L.L. Pelling Company this summer.  Most of the work will be in the north end of town this year.

Mayor Dave Fish attended a Benton County Landfill Meeting.  They are in the process of taking bids for a new building at the landfill for equipment storage and maintenance.  They will be sending him a PDF for landfill cards.  He also attended a meeting of the Benton Development Group.  He stressed that there needs to be a representative from Belle Plaine Community Development at every Benton Development Group meeting.

Resident Comments:  None.

Correspondence: The Mayor noted that Jim Hayek will be honoring the workers at Unity Point Clinic on May 12th and invited the council to attend this event at noon that day.

Old Business:  A Water and Sewer Open House will be held on May 11th at the Community Center at 6:00 p.m.  Maps will be set up and the City Administrator will give a presentation about the upcoming utility rate changes and give handouts to the public about the rates.  

New Business:  None.

Motion by Beck to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Tegeler.  On roll call, all voted aye. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

                                                         ____________________________
                                                         Dave Fish, Mayor

Attest:_____________________________

  Jacki McDermott, City Clerk

